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posterior extremity of the animal, I indistinctly observed 
what I presumed to be the generative orifice. 

By permission of the Society, a report was received from 
the Committee on Dr. K. W. Gibbes' memoir, entitled " On 
the fossil genus Zeuglodon, Owen, with an account of speci- 
mens from the Eocene green sand of South Corolina," recom- 
mending the same for publication in the forthcoming number 
of the Journal of the Academy. The report was adopted. 



Meeting for Business, June 29, 1847. 

Mb. Phillips in the Chair. 

The Committee, to whom was referred Prof. Hare's paper 
entitled " Objections to the electrical theories of Franklin, 
Du Faye, and Ampere, with some suggestions as a substitute," 
reported in favour of publication in the Journal of the 
Academy. The report was adopted. 

The Committee on Mr. Peter A. Browne's paper, proposing 
a new nomenclature for the class Mammalia, reported that 
the views taken by the author, although novel and ingenious, 
did not, in their opinion, justify the substitution of the names 
proposed for those in use, and established by Cuvier and 
others. The Committee also requested that a copy of the 
paper might be deposited in the Library of the Academy. 
The report was adopted. 

The Committee on a paper by Lieut. J. W. Abert, U. S. A., 
describing a supposed new species of Quail inhabiting 
New Mexico, reported the same to be the Ortyx squamatd, 
Vigors ; and recommended for publication the following por- 
tion of the communication. 

" This bird appears to be well known throughout the whole de- 
partment of New Mexico, for a sketch that I had made of it was 
universally recognized by the inhabitants of that country, who 
called it " La Codorniz." I met with several coveys on the 
banks of the " Kio del Norte," opposite to Socorro," but I had 
not the good fortune to obtain any specimens until Nov. 12th, 
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when in the neighbourhood of ' Bosqaecito,' and again on the 
9th of Dec, when hunting, about eight miles to the north of 
< Fray Cristobal.' 

These birds congregate in flocks or coveys of from 20 to 30 ; 
when alarmed, they emit a chicking note, and run with such ra- 
pidity, that it is difficult to get a second sight of a covey, that one 
may have startled ; they seem to love the low sandy bottoms 
where the wild sage grows ; as these bottoms are covered with 
little knolls, which with the sage, serves to secure them from 
their enemies. Although not hunted by the people, they are 
shy. When forced to take wing, they make a whizzing sound 
that startles one, scattering as they fly, so that when they alight, 
they are at considerable intervals from each other, but they soon call 
together, with the uttering of a single whistling note. I dissected 
several, and found them to contain small green insects of the 
Hemipterous order, also grass seed and the berries of the mistle- 
toe, which in that country grows on nearly every cotton-wood 
tree. The female bears so great a resemblance to the male, that 
dissection alone can serve to determine the sex." 

The Publication Committee, to whom was referred Prof. 
C. B. Adams' letter of May 22d, relative to a paper on the 
Natural History of Jamaica, reported that they deem it at 
present inexpedient to accept the proposal of Prof. Adams, in 
regard to publishing the same in the first number of the new 
series of the Journal of the Academy. The report was 
adopted. 

The report of the Corresponding Secretary was read and 
adopted. 

The following resolution was adopted. 

Resolved, That subscribers to the Journal of the Academy 
be entitled to the Proceedings of the same, free of charge 
during the period of their subscription. 

ELECTION. 

The following gentlemen were elected Correspondents of 
the Academy : 

E. George Squire, Esq., of Chilicothe, Ohio, 
Dr. Edwin H. Davis, do. do. 

James Carson Brevoort, Esq., of New York, 
Major George A. McCall, U. S. A. 



